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DYSERTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

 

 
 

 
ENVIRONMENT (WALES) ACT 2016 

 
SECTION 6 BIODIVERSITY and RESILIENCE 

 
OF ECOSYSTEMS DUTY 

 

POLICY STATEMENT & ACTION PLAN 

 2021 - 2026 
 

Dyserth sits on the boundary of the Clwydian range AONB, encompassing two areas 

designated as SSSI; Maes Hiraddug a neutral grassland and Moel Hiraddug designated 

for  both its geology and limestone grassland.  This Plan recognises its responsibilities 

under the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 which stipulates: authorities "must seek to 

maintain and enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of their functions and in 

doing so promote the resilience of ecosystems".  

With a view to developing existing biodiversity within this unique landscape, the 

Community Council has sought to establish and maintain areas of grassland and 

Meadows to continue to attract wildlife and actively promote natural habitats for 

local species. These actions form part of a wider plan which acknowledges that under 

the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, the Community Council 

should provide for "a prosperous economy, a healthy and resilient environment and 

vibrant cohesive communities".  
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RECENT AND TO BE CONSIDERED DEVELOPMENTS 

• Creation of wildlife garden at Ysgol Hiraddug in partnership with North Wales Wildlife 
Trust 

• Installing 28 swift boxes within the village 
• Obtaining bee friendly status for Weavers Lane grassland and sewing 1kg native 

wildflower mix 
• Creating a wildflower area in a section of St. Bridget’s Churchyard 
• Creating a Wildflower meadow at the Burial ground. 
• Installing bird boxes in Gibb’s wood 
• Installing 4 tawny owl boxes around the village 
• Providing handrails to assist the public and also preserve existing environment 

(prevention of intrusion other side of rail) 
• Preserving habitat (Large area of native trees) in the recently purchased Lime Kiln 

area whilst creating a space for the community to enjoy, and learn about local 
history. 

• Ensure that all the Village flower containers are filled with attractive pollinating 
varieties in the Spring and Summer months to help Bees etc. 

• Invite the community to plant native trees around the burial ground perimeter, to 
provide a haven for wildlife with berry varieties such as Fruit, Yew, Blackthorn (Sloe) 
and Haw etc, whilst preparing the area for future use as a memorial garden. 

• Plant a Native Hedgerow within the burial area along the length of old fencing 
adjacent to the old road where the fence is to be recovered. 

• Encourage Biodiversity at St Georges field such as allowing growth as has been 
done around the perimeter of the football field, maybe planting more native trees 
where there are none. 

• Proceed with the "Millennium garden" at the Pavilion via Play and Stay with careful 
selection of pollinators where possible. 

• Work as we do with the Dyserth Environmental Group to promote good practice with 
regards Biodiversity, and supporting the local Maes Hiraddug SSSI fields wherever 
we can. 

• Careful regulation and restraint by contractors hired to cut back foliage and grass so 
as not to ruin wildflower sensitive areas when undertaking the work. 

• Engage local farmers and land owners to avoid early cutting of Berry bearing 
hedgerows where safety is not an issue, ideally reduce the number of heavy cuts 
from annual to every few years on internal field hedgerows where it can be done 
realistically. This will massively assist migratory birds that rely on these vital sources 
of winter food, and provide better nesting sites for resident and Summer migrant 
species. 

• Planting of a traditional heritage orchard 
• Promotion of recording of species to COFNOD, the local recording centre, to inform 

potential developers of protected species 
• Protection of known nesting sites for swifts, swallows and house martins 
• Seek to identify other areas withing the village as suitable candidates for ‘Bee 

Friendly’ status 

As a statutory consultee, active discussions have also taken place with developers at 
the early planning stages to ensure biodiversity is taken into account when building 
new homes within the community. This action is in line with the recent Planning 
Policy (Wales) Act 2016 which states: "planning authorities must seek to maintain and  
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enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions. This means that development 
should not cause any significant loss of habitats or population of species, locally or 
nationally and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity". 

The Action Plan (below) is an organic plan to be regularly reviewed and evaluated 
along with a commitment for this Plan to be reviewed, and, amended where 
appropriate by Full Council. 

ACTION PLAN 

Area Green Asset Action Plan Status 
Ysgol Hiraddug Creation of wildlife 

garden at Ysgol 
Hiraddug in 
partnership with 
North Wales Wildlife 
Trust 

Support Ongoing 
maintenance 

Whole Village Installation of 28 
swift boxes within the 
village – DEG + 
NWWT 

Monitor and seek opportunities 
to install more – eg when 
scaffolding erected on suitable 
buildings 

Ongoing 

Whole Village Designation of bee 
friendly status for 
Weavers Lane 
grassland and sewing 
1kg native wildflower 
mix 

Sew further seed and planting 
of native plug plants in 
partnership with county 
biodiversity officer. 

Ongoing 

St Bridget’s 
Churchyard 

Creation of a 
wildflower area in a 
section of St. 
Bridget’s Churchyard 
by DEG 

Scythe annually, consider 
developing 

Ongoing 

Proposed Burial 
Ground 

Proposed Burial 
ground grassland 

Annual grass cut, removal of 
arisings Creating a Wildflower 
meadow 

Grass cut 
Completed & 
Ongoing 

Gibbs Wood Installed bird boxes in 
Gibb’s wood DEG + 
Ysgol Hiraddug 

Monitor Ongoing 

Whole Village Installation of 4 
tawny owl boxes 
around the village 

monitor Ongoing 

Various Public 
Footpaths 

Providing handrails to 
assist the public and 
also preserve existing 
environment 
(prevention of 
intrusion other side 
of rail) 

Further areas to be identified Two handrails 
completed. 
Ongoing 
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Upper Foel Road 
Lime Kilns 

 Recently purchased DEG commenced work here -
Preserving habitat (Large area 
of native trees) in the recently 
purchased Lime Kiln area whilst 
creating a space for the 
community to enjoy, and learn 
about local history. 

Part 
completed. 
Ongoing 

Whole Village Village flower 
containers 

Ensure that all the Village 
flower containers are filled with 
attractive pollinating varieties in 
the Spring and Summer months 
to help Bees etc. 

Completed 
during 
summer 2021 
& 2022 
Ongoing 

Burial Ground 
Grassland 

Burial Ground 
Grassland 

Under consideration: Invite the 
community to plant native trees 
around the burial ground 
perimeter, to provide a haven 
for wildlife with berry varieties 
such as Fruit, Yew, Blackthorn 
(Sloe) and Haw & others 
 
(photographs on last page) 

Completed in 
March 2022.  
 
Further 
application 
made to the 
Woodland 
Trust – 
successful. 
Trees to be 
delivered in 
March 2023  

Burial Ground 
Grassland 

Plant a Native 
Hedgerow within the 
burial area along the 
length of old fencing 
adjacent to the old 
road where the fence 
is to be recovered. 

Under consideration Ongoing  

St Georges Field Grassland Encourage Biodiversity at St 
Georges field such as allowing 
growth as has been done 
around the perimeter of the 
football field, maybe planting 
more native trees where there 
are none. 

In consultation 

Pavilion Millennium Garden Proceed with the "Millennium 
garden" at the Pavilion via Play 
and Stay with careful selection 
of pollinators where possible. 

Ongoing. 
Quotation 
accepted. To 
be completed 
by March 2023 

Maes Hiraddug 
SSSI 

Neutral Grassland Work as we do with the Dyserth 
Environmental Group to 
promote good practice with 
regards Biodiversity, and 
Supporting Wildlife Trust 
Volunteer work tasks 

Ongoing 

Whole Village Communal grasslands Careful regulation and restraint 
by contractors hired to cut back 
foliage and grass so as not to 

Ongoing 
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ruin wildflower sensitive areas 
when undertaking the work. 

Village Environs Surrounding 
agricultural land 

Engage local farmers and land 
owners to avoid early cutting of 
Berry bearing hedgerows where 
safety is not an issue, ideally 
reduce the number of heavy 
cuts from annual to every few 
years on internal field 
hedgerows where it can be 
done realistically. This will 
massively assist migratory birds 
that rely on these vital sources 
of winter food, and provide 
better nesting sites for resident 
and Summer migrant species. 

On -target  

To be decided Communal/common 
land   

Planting of a traditional 
heritage orchard 

Completed 

Community 
Centre 

Village events/fetes Promotion of recording of 
species to COFNOD, the local 
recording centre, to inform 
potential developers of 
protected species 

Target  

Whole village Migratory nesting 
birds 

Protection of known nesting 
sites for swifts, swallows and 
house martins - educational 
promotion/scrutiny of planning 
applications 

Ongoing 

Whole Village Communal and 
private gardens 

Seek to identify other areas 
withing the village as suitable 
candidates for ‘Bee Friendly’ 
status 

Target 

Coed Heilin 
Top of Carreg 
Heilin Lane 

Former tip site, 
regenerated as a 
woodland. 

Maintain this area as a wildlife 
haven free from public 
disturbance apart from 
occasional educational visits.  
Secure boundary, especially by 
layby which can be a fly tipping 
hot spot, monitor garden 
extension encroachment. 

2023 

 
This Section 6 Bio-diversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty was adopted by Dyserth Community 
Council on Monday 8th November, 2021 - Minute number: 7(C). 196/21 - and will be reviewed in October 
of each year, or prior, if necessary. 
 
The Community Council are extremely grateful to the Members of the Dyserth Environmental Group for 
their assistance. 
 

Community Tree Planting Day - March 2022 

420 Trees planted by volunteers and provided free of charge by the Woodland Trust 
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